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Whereas, the end of November 2011 to December 6, 2011: --The United Nations 

Climate Change Conference, Durban 2011, delivered a breakthrough on the 

international community's response to climate change. In the second largest meeting of 

its kind, the negotiations advanced, in a balanced fashion, the implementation of the 

Convention and the Kyoto Protocol, the Bali Action Plan, and the Cancun Agreements. 

The outcomes included a decision by Parties to adopt a universal legal agreement on 

climate change as soon as possible, and no later than 2015.  And the President of 



COP17/CMP7 Maite Nkoana-Mashabane said: "What we have achieved in Durban will 

play a central role in saving tomorrow, today." 

Whereas, the seventeenth session of the Conference of the Parties (COP 17) and the 

seventh session of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties 

to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP 7) Durban, 6 December 2011. 

Whereas, the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment Johannesburg 

Declaration on the Environment for Sustainable Development as, African Ministers of 

Environment, having met in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 10 to 12 June 2008 at the 

twelfth session of the African Ministerial Conference on the Environment. 

 

The Somali Media for Environment, Science, Health and Agriculture (SOMESHA) is 

arbitrarily going to represent the entire Somali media fraternity and also is going to 

represent the civil society actor’s who advocates about the Somalia environment and 

hopes to ask Somalia’s ambassador to Kenya who is extraordinarily UNEP and 

UNHABITAT representative to Somalia H. E. Mohamed Ali Nur better known as 

“Ambassador Amerika” the following question; 

 

Journalist Daud: Your Excellence, please describe first your aims at UNEP and 

UNHABITAT and what these two organizations are doing in Somalia or are hoping to do 

on the coming future?  

 

Ambassador Mohamed Ali Nur: Let me began with that the United Nations 

Environment Programme (UNEP), is the UN-agency responsible the Global territories 

and specially the UN member states and is the lead agency responsible for identifying 

and reporting on environmental issues in Somalia. In addition to that, UNEP provided 

support to other agencies and assisted in identifying cross-cutting environmental issues 

relevant to other sectors. Due to the protracted civil war, up-to-date environmental data 

is scarce while UN Habitat has been active in the Somalia urban sector for more than 

30 years. The interventions have evolved from responding to immediate local needs 

and  is working closely with regional states which are members of the Transitional 

Federal Government of Somalia including Puntland, Galmudug and Somaliland and with 

the Benadir Regional Administration to renovate the market and increase trade, improve 

livelihoods, contribute to local development and strengthen peace in the area. 

 

 

 



Journalist Daud: Are you aware of the ongoing UN Climate change Conferences exist 

in particularly from the COP’s 1-17 gathering’s if yes explain to us? 

 

Ambassador Mohamed Ali Nur: Obviously yes, the first Conference of the Parties to 

the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (COP-1) met in Berlin from 28 

March - 7 April 1995 a time there is no central administration in Somalia in which can 

represent the country and even there was no civil society groups yet to met it politically 

since 2001 but starting from 2004 many thing’s was changed and the Transitional 

Federal Government institutions started to represent such gathering’s and even though 

sign some mutual conventions which are important on our society and the environment 

as well. 

  

Journalist Daud: Let as come with COP7 which is the seventeenth session of the 

Conference of the Parties (COP 17) and the seventh session of the Conference of the 

Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CMP 7) at Durban, 

on 6 December 2011 tell us your memorial anticipation on it? 

 

Ambassador Mohamed Ali Nur: At the outset, allow me to once again express my 

sincere thanks and appreciation to the SOMESHA and the Government and the people 

of South Africa, for having welcomed COP7 with open arms and hearts and for having 

given them excellent conference facilities and in my knowledge on it, it was achieved a 

good progress on a number of issues, in particular on the support for developing 

countries, including; National adaptation plans, the Nairobi work programme for 

promoting adaptation actions and a work programme on loss and damage from climate 

change impacts; the Green Climate Fund and the conditions for safely supporting the 

reductions of emissions from deforestation as well as the governing arrangements for 

the Technology Mechanisms and including further progress on monitoring, reporting 

and verification and increasing clarity on how to take forward the review. 

 

Journalist Daud: These issues are not new to discuss it but how about Somalia? 

 

Ambassador Mohamed Ali Nur: While not yet completed, with this progress, I am 

confident that the outcome of the Durban conference can fully operationalize the 

Cancun Agreements. At the same time, there are a number of issues in which progress 

has been made, but that still require some guidance from ministers and they concern 

reliable long-term funding, the second commitment period under the Kyoto Protocol and 

the future of the mitigation framework under the Convention so Somalia will be one of 



the most vulnerable nations can benefit it though the nation is not yet fully recovered in 

terms of the security and the institutionalized sectors in general. 

 

Journalist Daud: As the African Ministers of Environment, having met in 

Johannesburg, South Africa, from 10 to 12 June 2008 at the twelfth session of the 

African Ministerial Conference on the Environment and Somalia was absent there what 

you need to express on behalf of the Government because you are the extraordinary 

representative of UNEP in which is the UN-agency organized and funded the ministerial 

meeting there? 

 

Ambassador Mohamed Ali Nur: By Reinforcing the role of the African Ministerial 

Conference on the Environment in providing political guidance and leadership for 

environmental management and advocacy in Africa, Noting the close linkages between 

the success of policies and actions for the protection of the environment and the 

success of national programmes to combat poverty and promote equitable human 

development, I was shared the outcomes of major United Nations conferences and 

summits, like these on the Somalia Minstry of Environment and the Federal minster of 

Agriculture due to the speciality cases we are same with the African nations and the 

special challenges facing Africa in which we have been identified and commitments 

made to support Africa in achieving sustainable development, Concerned by the 

increasing number of environmental challenges facing Africa and the continent’s 

vulnerability to global climate change. Acknowledging the need for African countries to 

comply with and enforce their international environmental obligations and commitments 

under multilateral environmental agreements through effective regional and national 

implementation, Noting with appreciation the support provided by the United Nations 

Environment Programme, the Global Environment Facility and other partners to the 

regional economic commissions to enable them to prepare their subregional 

environmental action plans, as presented at the twelfth session of the African Ministerial 

Conference on the Environment, Recalling further that, at its seventeenth session, the 

United Nations Commission on Sustainable Development is focusing on the thematic 

cluster of agriculture, rural development, land and drought and desertification, 

particularly in Africa, Recognizing the efforts and progress made so far regarding 

environmental assessment in Africa and in increasing the awareness and capacity of 

African professionals in environmental assessment and management in support of the 

action plan for the environment initiative of the New Partnership for Africa’s 

Development, Recognizing with appreciation the important role that the private sector 

and the civil society play in sustainable development and many more. 

The interview was taken by: Daud Abdi Daud so if you need more details or another 

interview with the ambassador you can be reached us at info@someshaa.org  
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